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PURPOSE:

To provide an update on the project, with a focus on the implementation plan

ACTION/OUTCOME:

The Commissioner is informed about SR 509 current events and that the project is ready
to begin purchasing right of way and begin construction.

BACKGROUND:

The SR 509 project reduces congestion on I-5, provides a direct freight route from the
Seattle Industrial area to Kent and south King County, reduces congestion on local
streets, provides an alternative to I-5 and provides a direct access to Sea-Tac Airport from
the south.

In November 2001, the SR 509 executive committee selected a preferred alternative for
this project.  The preferred alternative has three parts.
• SR 509 corridor completion – Extending existing SR 509 by 3 miles with a six lane

limited access freeway and a south oriented interchange connection with I-5.
• Over 6 miles of I-5 improvements from S. 320th St. to the new I-5/SR 509

interchange.
• The South Access Road that connects SR 509 to Sea-Tac Airport and provides a

direct connection between Sea-Tac Airport and the south King County area.

The SR 509 project preferred alternative is supported by all the local agencies in the
corridor and is supported by the public at large.



DISCUSSION:

Environmental Status
The Preliminary Final Environmental Impact Statement is currently in review by the co-
lead agencies of Sea-Tac, Des Moines, King County, Port of Seattle, FHWA and
WSDOT.  The SR 509 project will issue the FEIS in December 2002 and the recording of
the Record of Decision in March 2003.  These items complete the NEPA actions required
for the project and enable WSDOT to proceed with right of way purchases and
construction.

The SR 509 project is part of the Signature Agency Committee (SAC), a committee
composed of FHWA, WSDOT and all the environmental agencies related to highway
construction (EPA, NMFS, USFW, DOE, COE and WSFW).  The last SAC concurrence
point, concurrence with the preferred alternative and the FEIS, was presented to the SAC
committee on September 12, 2002.  The U.S. Corps of Engineers (COE) has concurred
with the preferred alternative and the FEIS.  Since the entire SR 509 project impacts less
than 0.35 acres of wetlands, avoids other sensitive areas, helps improve hydraulic
conditions in Des Moines Creek, helps remove a major fish passage barrier and extend
bike paths, WSDOT expects concurrence from the other environmental agencies by
October 25, 2002.

Getting Ready to Deliver
After receiving final concurrence from all the environmental agencies and receiving the
ROD, the project team will apply for the permits needed for the project.  We anticipate
receiving all permits needed for the project by December 2003.  The project team is
completing the project design and a design hearing will be held on October 17, 2002.
Using the information gathered at the hearing, the project team will complete the project
design by July 2003.

As soon as funding is secured, the SR 509 project team can finish the right of way plans
to begin purchasing properties, and the project team will select a general engineering
consultant and a design/build contractor.

The right of way purchase is the critical path on the project schedule. There are about 280
families and 29 businesses to relocate.  Work on the right of way plans was halted in
April 2002 due to funding reductions to the project.  Work to complete right-of-way
plans and hiring of consultants to work with WSDOT Real Estate Services staff to obtain
property needs will begin as soon as funding is secured.

Implementation Planning
The estimated cost to complete the WSDOT portion of the SR 509 is $910 to $985
million based on CEVP analysis (ten to ninety percent cost range; year of expenditure).
This estimate assumes that current work continues and that there will be adequate
funding for right of way purchases in 2003 and construction in 2005.  (This cost estimate
does not include the South Access Road design and construction, which is funded by the
Port of Seattle.)



R51 allocates $500 million to the project.  RTID has discussed contributing $400 to $500
million to the project. WSDOT has phased the project, so that a useful phase of the
project will be built if only R51 funding is received.

The first phase of the project (R51 funding), would:
• Complete design engineering.
• Purchase all the right of way for the project.
• Construct all the environmental mitigation for the project.
• Relocate all utilities.
• Construct the SR 509 extension from S. 188th St. to SR 99 and constructs a temporary

interchange at SR 99.  Portions of the I-5 work will be built, but there will not be a
connection between SR 509 and I-5.  The I-5 construction work that is part of phase 1
will enable WSDOT to balance the earthwork on phase 1 and will shorten the
construction time of phase 2.

Phase 2 of the project (RTID funding), would:
• Complete the I-5/SR 509 interchange.
• Construct all I-5 improvements.
• During phase 2, the Port of Seattle would construct the South Access Road.

RECOMMENDATION:

No other action by the Commission is requested.

For further information, contact:   Craig Stone, Project Director, (206) 768-5877 or
Susan Everett, Engineering Manager, (206) 768-5896


